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A workshop
co-sponsored by
CONCAWE, the UK’s
Energy Institute and
Germany’s DGMK looks
at the problem of
microbial growth in
fuel supply and
distribution systems.
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Figure 1 Microscopic photo of one type of micro-organism found in a fuel storage tank
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cell growth, and a
suitable food source
such as biodiesel.
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Figure 2 A typical biofilm that can be found in an affected fuel supply system

Once growth has
started, microbial
communities can
rapidly form mats or
‘biofilms’ that can coat
tank walls, plug fuel
supply filters, and even
lead to the corrosion of
tanks and other metal
parts.
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