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1.	ECMA	in	short.
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European	Carton	Makers	Association

Membership	:	National	Carton	Makers	Associations		and	Direct	Members	
Represents	500	carton	makers
Workforce		45	000

Turnover	:							8	887	million	€ (2011)				
50,1	%	food	packaging	

Carton	output	volume	:			4	281	000	Tonnes			

Involved		in	the	CITPA/CEPI	food	safety	industry	platforms.



2.		Assessment	mineral	oil		alert
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Reasons	?

How	to	develop	?

Until 2010 
use recycled 
cardboard in 
direct contact with 
dry food not 
contested.
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Identified	contaminations	and	potential	solutions

• MO Newsprint inks remaining in the recycled board. 

Elimination of the root cause.  
Mineral oil free printing for all paper and board applications.                   

Cleaning out in the recycled pulping process.

Appropriate selection of recovered paper flows.

Introduction of barriers on the reverse side.
Optimised	recycled	board.

Recycled	barrier	boards	
and	barrier	coatings.
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• Inappropriate ink systems used in carton manufacturing.

Introduction of mineral oil free inks.                  

Introduction of Low Migration inks. 

German	advent	calendar	alert		
(November		2012)
Test	results	24	samples.		
More	sources	involved.

• Contaminations	during	transport	and	storage.

• Contaminations	in	the	production	processes.		
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3.		Sector	recommendations

ECMA position note  (24 September 2010)

www.ecma.org (Public Affairs / Product Safety)

…
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…

…
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4.		ECMA	GMP

www.ecma.org

1.				Introduction
2.				Regulation	and	guidance
3.				Migration
4.				Recommendations	for	compliance
5.				Guidance	on	inks	and	varnishes
6.				Process	flow
7.				References
8.				Glossary
9.				Q	&	A
10.		Self	compliance	declaration

Content	overview
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5.		Remaining	open	questions

Technical	and	analytical	challenges.

‐ Possibility	to	look	into	the	subclasses	of	MOAH	?	

‐ Identified	genotoxic	carcinogens	:			present	/	not	present	?

BfR Seminar  
22-23 September 2011  
K. Grob
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‐ How	to	eliminate	the		Polycyclic	hydrocarbons	PAH’s		from	the	entire paper	
and	board	chain	?	

Policy	challenges	

‐ Proportionality	of	an	overall	low		limit for	MOAH		questionable.
‐ All	sources	need	to	be	taken	in	account.	
‐ Maintain		the	recycling	loops.	
‐ Identical	requirements	for	imported	food.		
‐ Harmonisation	at	EU	level.

Commitment	in	supply	chains	

‐ Open	adequate	safety	communication.	
‐ Guaranteed	safety	as	a	prerequisite	in	contract	negotiations.

Thank you.


